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Opinions of Division 

As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel 

over opinions. One person believes he may eat anything, while the 

weak person eats only vegetables. Let not the one who eats  despise 

the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment 

on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. Who are you to pass 

judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that 

he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make 

him stand. Roman 14. 

In our modern context there seems to be walls dividing humanity   

everywhere. You can just about choose any subject and you will find 

very contentious alternative views. Men vs Woman, Liberals vs      

Conservatives, meat eaters vs vegetarians, blue collar vs white collar,  

poor vs rich, black vs white, straight vs gay, Shiite vs Sunni, Catholic 

vs Protestant or to wear the mask or not to wear the mask, I’m sure 

you can think of a few more.  

I was pondering whether Paul had less issues to deal with than in our 

modern progressive world and the challenges facing our church?       

Ultimately he had to pay with his life so the answer is probably, No! So 

is the meat you eat safe to eat, are the vegetables you eat free from 

chemical influence?  Maybe your local temple to Zeus has an over-

supply of meat donations or veggies depending on the temple and 

therefore decide to sell the excess stock to the local retail outlets. 

Would you buy and eat this meat or vegetables? 

Seek the advice of your heavenly Father on any matter not social   

media  and allow His peace to guide and uphold you. As for your     

fellow brother in Christ his faith in “our“ heavenly father  may take him 

on another course of action, let it be so. Paul worked this out with the   

Holy Spirit and came to this conclusion, “passing judgement is above 

our paygrade”.  In your brother house eat what is placed before you in 

thanks giving to God. After all He has cleansed His creation with His 

own blood. 

Love & Hugs from Your Grace Church Family!!!!! 
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Last week I wrote “Belief in Christ activates the righteousness of God” 

In other words: God creates. 

I used to own a 1960 Mercedes 2 door coupe – mint condition. I bought it for my wife. She was 

suitably unimpressed. “Why would I want to drive that old heap?” 

Self-sacrificingly, I drove it – for years.  

David prays earnestly for a new heart (Psalm 51) – For God to create a new heart. As God 

manufactures in us the ability to seek him, so he creates in his own a clean heart; a “Do-over’. 

Make that dirty, damaged old heart clean: cleansing only God can do. 

Then David asks “Restore to me the Joy of your salvation.”  

When my old car was created in 1960, it was perfect. When I got it in 1979, I tore it apart and 

restored it. Just like new. 

That’s what God wants to do in our lives – restore the beautiful, clean thing he created: make 

it look new again. 

Then David says “Uphold me with a willing heart.” Created hearts, restored hearts, need to be 

maintained. We need regular maintenance, tuning, washing. 

This is an ongoing action. We need to spend time in the owner’s manual being careful to fulfill 

the manufacturer’s expectations.  

And finally, David says “Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to 

you.” 

Only when God manufactures and restores and we maintain what he has done, can we be    

effective witnesses for him.  

Next time you see a perfectly restored car, think about that. 

Pastor Don 
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Yes, our God is merciful”  Psalm 116:5 

A Prayer for Mercy Now 

Dear Abba Father: 

Protect the ones you have given me to love with some mercy now.  All because of your 
goodness Lord, in your love, remember them. 

My father could use a little mercy now. The fruit of his labour falls and rots slowly on the 
ground. His work is almost over. It won’t be long and he won’t be around. I love my father 
and he could use a little mercy now. 

My mother could use a little mercy now. She’s a stranger to freedom. She’s shackled to 
her fears and her doubts. The pain that she lived in, was almost more than living would 
allow. I love my mother and she could use some mercy now. 

My sisters and brothers could use a little mercy now. The life they once had is over to be 
made new. They are lost in a desert without tears. Guess it wasn’t what they thought. 
Wish they could turn back the years. I love my sisters and brothers and they could use 
some mercy now. 

My church and my country could use a little mercy now. They sank into a poisoned pit 
that’s going to take forever to climb out. They bear the weight of friends and nations 
they’ve betrayed and they’ve pressed down. I love my church and country, but they could 
use some mercy now. 

Every living thing could use a little mercy now. Only the hand of grace could stay the 
pace of nature’s rage against us now. People of power, well…do what they can to keep 
their crown. I love life, and life itself could use some mercy now. 

Yeah, we all could use a little mercy now. I know we don’t deserve it, but we need it any-
how. We hang in the balance, dangle between hell and hallowed ground. Every single 
one of us could use some mercy now. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us to be merciful like the Heavenly Father, and have 
told us that whoever sees you sees Him. Let us hear the words that you spoke, “If you 
knew the gift of God!” Send your spirit to every one of us, to bless with amazing anoint-
ing of mercy and grace, in such a time as this. I ask this of you, Lord Jesus, you who live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever Amen 

Kathy Olsen 



Psalm 18: 6 “He heard me in my distress and rescued me.” 

Psalm 18: 16 “He reached down from on high and took hold of me. He drew me out of 
deep waters.” 

When I was 11 years old and my brother 2 years younger, our mother took us “down 
home” with her to visit relatives for the summer. It was a small village on Lake Nipissing 
where everyone was related to us. We stayed with an aunt and uncle who lived across the 
road from the lake, so that’s where we spent all our time. 

One day my older cousin suggested we go up to the government dock and see what 
boats were there. So 2 of my cousins and I went. When we got there my 2 cousins, who 
could swim like fish, jumped in to cool off. I wasn’t a swimmer. I could dog paddle as long 
as I could see the bottom.  They kept telling me to jump in and I kept saying “no”. Then 
they started teasing me, calling me a baby and a sissy. So finally I jumped in. Down I 
went! I managed to kick my way up, but down I went for the second time, but again I was 
able to kick my way up. My cousins were laughing. Then I went down for the third time 
and I wasn’t coming up this time. I prayed like never before! My cousin realized I was in 
trouble and dove down and pulled me up. 

Are you drowning in your troubles? Just call out to God, He will hear you and rescue you. 

Mavis Seed 

Just a Note: 

Our Sunday morning service starts at 10:30 am. We would love to see you again 
when you are able to return. Our building is sanitized regularly, sanitizer is avail-
able on entering, masks are mandatory and we practice  social distancing. 
 
 

Daily Bread booklets for September, October and November are available at the 
church. You can pick one up on Sunday or at the church  office during the week. The 
readings are also available on line. Check our website gracechurchthunderbay.com  
 
 

Offerings and tithes can be given to the church via e-transfer to GraceEFC@tbaytel.net  

or by dropping them off at the office or send them by mail to 289 Court St. N. Thunder 

Bay, ON P7A 4W3 


