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A Life of Clay. 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: "Arise, and go 

down to the potter's house, and there I will let you hear my 

words." So I went down to the potter's house, and there he was 

working at his wheel. And the vessel he was making of clay was 

spoiled in the potter's hand, and he reworked it into another 

vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to do.  Jer. 18:1-4 

Have you heard of predestination?   

God has predestined you to be a beautiful vessel for use in His 

Kingdom. Yet in this story God explains to Jeremiah that the 

clay is unwilling to run in His hands. All the potter can do is to 

make some crude vessel  instead, even  forced at times to throw 

the clay away . God wants us to be beautiful vessels holding His 

mercy, not crude vessels holding His judgement. 

You have heard of the statement, “Once saved, always saved”.  

This statement is rather unfortunate as it is quite defective in 

explaining God’s grace or plan for us. I have known too many 

people who have totally walked away from God as described in 

Jeremiah 18 (read it) and who still think they should be saved .             

Salvation is very much the ongoing process of allowing God to 

form us into His Divine purpose. We are to flow or submit to His 

hands. There is no salvation without repentance first, we need 

to repent of our unprofitable (wicked?) ways and say Lord help 

me, save me for your purpose. Living for our own purpose or 

glory is too small a thing. We all have this choice. There are 

many people who want to be Christians albeit on there own 

terms.  Can you see how that doesn’t work for the potter?   

 We need to live for God’s glory not our own. Only then can we 

be transformed into His image for us. We need to fight the good 

fight and finish the race, by keeping the faith. The race can only 

be won once we cross the finish line! Is God finished with you?                                                             

Love & Hugs from Your Grace Church Family!!!!! 
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Worship: expressing adoration for God for who he is.  Praise: expressing adoration for God 

for what he has done.  

Of course, God cannot do what he does without being who he is and, conversely, he cannot 

be who he is without doing what he does. It’s his nature. Confused? Maybe this will help. 

When we told our granddaughter that her daddy had died, there were tears and sobs. Huge 

tears. She snuggled into her Baba’s breasts and cried.  

Worship - remembering her daddy simply for who he is: Daddy. After a few minutes – Where 

will I live? Will I ever see Vava (special friend) again? Praise – realizing reliance on her    

daddy simply for his provision for her.  

These two and only two questions were about something daddy and only daddy had         

provided. She lived in daddy’s house. She saw Vava only when daddy went down east on 

business.  

In attempting to express worship in a song a few years ago, I wanted to write a verse without 

referring to me, mine, I, our. Not as easy as you might think. 

Worthy O precious Lamb of God, 

Worthy of all honour, glory and love, 

Worthy O Saviour, enthroned high above, 

Worthy the Lord, Holy God. 

But God chose to be relational. He chose us. 

Ephesians 1:4,5… he chose us in him (Christ) before the foundation of the world, that we 

should be holy and blameless before him. In love Verse 5 he predestined us for adoption to 

himself as sons (heirs) through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will. With what    

result? Verse 6: to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the      

Beloved. 

Worship him today; He is God. Praise him today; he is the God that provides. 

Pastor  Don 

Thinking About 

Worship & Praise 



“Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 

no evil for you are with me; your rod and your staff they comfort me.” 

Psalm 23: 4  

Lightning strike: This is the first Bible verse I learned as a teen. I was talking to Vivian 

Treichler and telling her about when I was hit by lightning when we lived in Toronto. She told 

me she wanted me to write it for the church newsletter so here it is. 

One day we had a real bad storm – first the rain came, then thunder and what followed –  

lightning. By now the rain was coming down in sheets, it got very windy and was blowing 

shingles off roofs. It uprooted a tree just outside my kitchen window. I got up quickly to close 

the window. As I was halfway across the kitchen floor the lightning came in through the    

window. The light was on in the kitchen. The lightning  hit my left foot, went up my left side all 

the way to my left arm and out my fingers. It lifted me off the floor. When I landed back down, 

I continued over to close the window. My 2 sons were following me but stopped at the living 

room door when they saw me being lifted off the floor. I was just shaky for the rest of the day. 

But God was there. The tree took the brunt of it before the lightning hit me.  Always trust God 

– He is my all in all, my strength. God saw me through this! What a Friend We Have in Jesus. 

Psalm 27: 5 “For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling; he will hide 

me in the shelter of his tabernacle and set me high upon a rock.” 

One Chicago Day: One day when travelling with another couple through Chicago. We hit 

the bridge, and the cars were just zooming by us at an alarming rate – well our car broke 

down right on the Freeway Bridge, there was no place to pull over. 4 children in the backseat, 

my sons and her 2 sons. I might say we were a little nervous. We phoned a tow truck and they 

said they had already lost one truck and that they couldn’t come to tow us off, we then 

phoned another towing company. They were at first very reluctant to come but in the end they 

did. They said to stay in the car and we will pull you off as quickly as possible. Thank the 

Lord we got off without getting hit. Got the car fixed and we were on our way again. 

Psalm 50: 15 “and call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will 

honour me.” 

God was so good to us throughout that day! 

Joan Knapp 

Just Another  

Day 



This is a composition resulting from when I had to trust God in 
the most distressing times of my life. It was not always easy, but 
I came to realize that God’s faithfulness is never without His 
grace. 

In the struggle of trust, 

There lies the steps of Heaven’s hope, 

Where it keeps the grace of God to endure. 

Observed in doubt, the daunting yields its call, 

Command the will to heed lest I shall fall. 

In the struggle of trust, 

All conjoining besets my hope to carry on, 

Where faith alone in God, who waits my choice. 

To dare the snare that smites upon the path, 

Protected by the shield, within my Shepherd’s staff. 

In the struggle of trust, 

Perceived in the light of the Spirit rides its court, 

Confirmed of rule its reign of truth I choose. 

And fathom all the tests that battle into sin 

For sheltered in God’s loving heart abides my trust within. 

Many situations in life arrive where it beats against our knowledge of who we are in 
Christ. Rest assured God knows all the elements of our flesh and the tactics of    
Satan. Compounded in hardships or disappointments, a cast of doubt can shadow 
our hearts of expectations. Rest assured for he Himself has said, Hebrews 13:5 “I 
will never leave you not forsake you.” 

Proverbs 3:5  “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own        
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct your paths.” 
Continue to trust and know it will waver, but be of good cheer, it will be in your     
favour. 

Amen and glory to God. 

Margaret 
Lanktree 


