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In the Loop. 

Do you ever get the feeling that you are out of the loop with 

the rest of the world. Are you in the loop with those who are 

the closest to you?  

With all that is going on around us, both in the world and our 

personal lives it doesn’t take much to feel like we are        

wondering around in the basement, in the dark during a   

power outage. 

This caused me to meditate on 1 Kings 19 one of my favorite 

stories in the bible. Elijah is going through some very heavy 

persecution and feels terribly alone and feeling out of it. He in 

fact has no qualms taking this up with the LORD. The story 

finds Elijah being threatened by Jezebel and causing him to 

flee to the mountain of the LORD being met and fed by angels 

on the way.  

The chapter starts with God asking Elijah why he is there. 

When God asks a question it is never for His own benefit! We 

then have the powerful wind, earthquake and fire sequence 

followed by the sound of a low whisper. Elijah covers his face 

and goes out to meet the LORD. Who asks the same question 

again!  

Elijah again raises up his concerns and what does the LORD 

do? HE Sends him back. To anoint a new king over Syria, a 

new king over Israel, a new prophet in Elisha who will finalize 

three levels of judgment.  God then reveals that He saved for 

Himself 7000 who have not bowed or nor kissed Baal .  

Wow, GOD is in the Know. Where else should we get our 

news from? Somewhere else? God chooses the kings and 

prophets and brings His will to bare. He is the LOOP. Lets 

cover our faces and enter God’s presence.  

Love & Hugs from Your Grace Church Family!!!!! 
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We are in a time of mourning. When our son, Andrew, died last Wednesday, we were in 

shock. I think I still am, somewhat. 

I thought of these precious words from Jesus and wanted to share a few thoughts.  

Firstly– “Blessed are” – (Gr.Makarios) Happy: supremely blessed. I don’t feel             

particularly happy in the normal sense, but I realize I am supremely blessed. In fact, 

Ephesians 1 says we are blessed…with every spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus”.  But 

I am also blessed by having Andrew in my life for 39 years and am amazed at the    

number of people he has impacted along the way. 

Secondly – “those who mourn” Everybody mourns.  I am challenged to remember so 

many people I come across that have suffered severe loss and be more sensitive to 

their needs. One of them just phoned as I am writing. 

Thirdly – “they shall be comforted” Shall  - This word implies certainty. It will happen. 

Security. Although we may not feel it, it will happen.  

Shall also indicates not only a future occurrence but, an ongoing action – a process. 

Fourthly – “comforted” (Gr. Parakaleo) The same word used to describe the Holy Spirit 

– “The Comforter” The one who comes along side; who walks with us; who whispers 

peace to us. We are never alone on the road of mourning. 

We are thankful to so many of you who have helped us along the way. You are also a 

gracious provision from God. 

Pastor  Don 



Jesus said,  ”Blessed are the peacemakers, because they will be called the sons 

of God” (Matt 5:9). Into a world that is ugly with violence and hate, Jesus sends 

us as peacemakers. We aren’t given the choice of whether or not we would like 

to be peacemakers and we certainly are not given a choice as to what kind of 

world we would like to live in. As bad as this world may be, this is the only world 

we have and if we are going to be true to our Lord, we must be peacemakers. 

So what did Jesus mean by peacemaker? When these two words are taken      

together, “peace” and “maker,” it describes one who actively pursues peace. 

The peacemaker pursues more that the absence of conflict; they don’t avoid 

strife (in fact, sometimes peace-making will actually create strife); they are not 

merely seeking to appease the warring parties; they aren’t trying to accommo-

date everyone. Instead, however, they bestow the beauty and blessedness of 

God upon another. Author William Barclay interprets the above, theme verse, 

“They are people who produce right relationships in every sphere of life.” 

Is being a peacemaker easy? Not always. Sometimes it is like crossing a stream 

stepping from one slippery rock to the next! So here’s the point; no one can   

become a peacemaker until they have found peace themselves. We cannot give 

what is not real to us. Peacemaking begins with an experience of peace in our 

own hearts. 

The salutation of the Apostle Paul’s letters almost always begin “Grace to you 

and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:2). Grace   

always comes before peace. We have to experience the grace of God before we 

can experience the peace of God. We can’t make peace if we don’t have peace 

Will we take up the mantle of peacemaker? Every tiny step, every pure action, 

receives God’s blessing. Shalom! 

Allen Johnson  



Psalm 46:1 says “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in     
trouble.”  

Have you ever been trying to tell a friend or family member something and 
they were on their phone?  Instead of paying attention to you their attention 
was focused on their phone and they didn’t hear a word you said?  

It can make you feel really bad when you need someone to listen and your 
friend isn’t present in the conversation. 

God isn’t like people you know that get distracted and don’t listen. Instead, He 
is present and attentive when you face difficulty. He is there ready to be your 
refuge and strength and to help you through whatever you’re facing. 

We are in the midst of something of a difficult time right now, don’t stop     
seeking Him.  

Sometimes He is the only one we can turn to. 

Keep pressing through knowing that God is there to help you and strengthen 
you. 

Pastor Darren 


