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“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of 

Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter 

of Jerusalem! Behold, your king 

is coming to you; righteous and 

having salvation is he, humble 

and mounted on a donkey, on a 

colt, the foal of a donkey”.  

Zechariah  9:9 
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Arise & Shine 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the 

LORD has risen upon you. For behold, darkness shall 

cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the 

LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen    

upon you. And nations shall come to your light, and 

kings to the brightness of your rising. Lift up your eyes 

all around, and see; they all gather together, they come 

to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your    

daughters shall be carried on the hip.  Isa 60:1-4 

In seminary it is suggested that a student of the word 

should read the book of Isaiah in one sitting to get the 

feel of the book.  My thoughts at the time were, “Are you 

kidding me !” (It is 66 chapters after all). Anyway that 

challenge came to fulfilment this last weekend with all 

the time available. It is well worth the effort.  Chapter 60 

jumped out of the pages shouting, that this is the time 

and the season!  

While darkness covers the earth at this time we can see 

that the LORD is doing a new thing that the modern world 

has yet to understand. We say the Lord has risen and 

made His light to shine on us in this time.  WOW!!!! 

Love from Your Grace Church Family!!!!! 
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Pastor Martin & Shannan Lord 



Many things happen in our lives that we think we can 

control. Over the years these two verses became my 

guide for walking by faith. Even though I have stumbled, I 

have learned to trust God with a faith that has sustained 

me over the years. 

The first verse of the scripture above tells us what we 

should do. We need to trust in the Lord with our whole 

heart.  It’s hard with all the distractions in our lives, but 

we need to do it.  

The next verse helps us see how to trust God and what 

to expect.  Acknowledging God, seeking Him, in all our 

ways simply means to bring Him into our life choices   

before we try to figure it all out. 

God promises to guide us along the way of life. He won’t 

let go of us, even when we try to go our own way. 

God is faithful and trustworthy even when we aren’t.  

We can do this on our own or we can choose to trust 

Him. Trust is active faith. We need to acknowledge Him 

and our need for Him. 

 

“Trust in the Lord 

with all your heart; 

do not depend on 

your own  

understanding. 

 

Seek his will in all 

you do, and he will 

show you which 

path to take.” 

   

Proverbs 3:5-6  

(NLT) 

Pastor Darren  

 

“We are living in uncertain times. I’m not just    
talking about the whole Covid-19 thing either”.  

 
 



“It’s so 

easy to 

question 

why?”  

Michelle 

Somerfield 

My mom recently passed away.  We lost our dad last July so within a year 

we are grieving the passing of 2 parents.  It’s so easy to question why 

this has happened, and yet as Christians we know that there is a plan; a 

great and purposeful plan.   

The verse John 11:35, “Jesus wept” is noted as the shortest verse in the 

Bible.  Yet, it has a great significance.  It tells us that not every part of life 

is going to be happy and that expressing pain is valid, and it is            

necessary; it is in fact holy.  As Christians we are in the season of Easter, 

and we recognize and celebrate the joy that comes from the  risen      

Messiah.  We know that this is the foundation, the very essence of our 

salvation.  But how sad it must have been on that Friday for His loved 

ones, followers, and family when Jesus, Himself cried out “It is finished”, 

(John 19:30).  From this moment, and continuing into Saturday, the grief 

is real; there is a deep sense of loss.  In Ecclesiastes 3: 4 we are told 

“there is a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time 

to dance”.  Grief is real, and we are allowed to experience this feeling.   

But just as Good Friday changed into Saturday and then into the          

resurrection of Easter Sunday, so we are promised that the trials and 

hardships of this life will have their own resurrection.   Our promise is the 

eternal life we will share with Jesus.  Grief is real but it cannot rob us of 

our joy in Christ.  Nehemiah 8:10 assures us that as our season of    

grieving changes we are guaranteed that the Lord God will sustain us 

with His strength; “Do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your 

strength”.   

For now, I will grieve the loss of my mom, for it is my time to mourn.  But 

in Him who gives all good and wonderful things, I find my strength, my 

joy and my salvation.  “Taste and see that the Lord is good!” (Psalm 

34:8). 



God is our refuge 

and strength, and 

ever-present help 

in trouble. 

Therefore we will 

not fear, though 

the earth give 

way and the 

mountains fall 

into the heart of 

the sea, though 

it’s waters roar 

and foam and the 

mountains quake 

with their 

surging. 

Psalm 46: 1-3 

Allen Johnson  

 

If we are not careful, we’ll waste this time in isolation with 

constant worry, layering over our hearts with unbelief  

instead of allowing God‘s word to shape us. Our minds 

can be overrun by the news cycle, by social media, or by 

this crisis, rather than being fed by lasting spiritual food. 

If we really believe what we say we believe, now is the 

time to believe and practice it through frequent prayer, 

silence, and reading the Bible. 

Reading the Bible more is especially helpful in times like 

this. We often pause over passages in scripture that talk 

about God‘s power and might—about him being a       

refuge— and get inspired. But these texts really come 

alive in the midst of a crisis. In the last few weeks, I have 

been reading the Psalms. In Psalms, passages have    

risen up and given me peace in ways they never have 

before. The word of God is water for a parched, weary, 

scared soul. Times of trial, uncertainty, and fear or not 

the moments to lean away from God, but the moments to 

lean toward him-— in every way we can. 

Hard times may come, but he’s there with us 

through them all. 

Though we aren’t promised an easy life, we are told that 

Christ will be there with us when we believe in him, that 

he won’t give us more than we can handle with his help 

and even our hard times can be used to glorify God. 


