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Coming Home: An Invitation to Prayer. 

True, whole prayer is nothing but love.-St Augustine 

I had recommitted my life to God in 1993, but living for the world 

was still the main contender in my life. So much so that I didn’t 

attend church on Sundays because just like many Canadians I 

played sport that day. I played field-hockey (4th biggest sport 

world-wide) while you play ice-hockey (Canadian field hockey 

side is ranked 10th).   

Anyway that’s a rabbit trail, I decided that I would give God 

Thursday evenings instead of Sundays (Nice of me I know). Any-

way Thursday evenings was just a prayer evening. I remember 

saying to God well if that all that’s happening, it’s not my fault 

it’s the church’s fault.  

There were only ever about 6 other people there, prayer it seems 

is not a popular sport. The other six people there were usually    

a-lot and I mean a-lot older. Anyway Thursday nights were God’s 

night so I persevered in my attendance. Over time I found that 

this prayer meeting had a profound impact on my Christian 

growth. These old folk taught me how to pray earnestly, how to 

make sense of God’s will through prayer, how to interpret 

dreams and visions through prayer. How to seek God’s will 

through prayer. How to lay hands on the sick, how to anoint     

people for all sorts of prayer requests. Within a year, sport on      

Sundays became a thing of the past and God became the God of 

my present! Prayer is the real deal, it’s where God is at! 

Are you hungry for God to speak to you? Are you hungry to 

know His will for your life? Do you have questions about life? 

Are you tired of a weak Christian faith? Do you want to see God 

move in your life?  Well then… Come Home                                                                

Lots of Love From your Church Family! 
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They say birds of a feather flock together. We like to be with people we like; who 
like us; think like us. 

In a recent U.S. Gallop survey, over 75% of Americans only associate with people 
of their own political party. Democrats hate Republicans and vice versa. They 
can’t hold a civil conversation with each other. Canadians are much the same, but 
more polite.  

How does this impact Christians and the Church?  

I know. I know. It’s hard to imagine someone in your own congregation could     
differ from you, but it does happen. 

Jesus was amazingly quiet when it came to politics. He paid his taxes (Matt. 17:27) 
to the ones who were about to demand his crucifixion.  

He said to pay taxes to the corrupt government, which would carry out his        
crucifixion. (Matt. 12:17) 

Peter and Paul remind us to obey the powers that be.                 
 (Romans 13:1-14, Titus 3:1-2, 1 Peter 2:13)  

In addition we are told to pray for people in authority. (1 Timothy 2:1)  

I think, although governmental issues are important, the Bible is taking a longer-
term view; an eternal view. And God is working through the flawed human           
institutions to bring about his purposes. 

I’m reminded that, “The Lord thunders at the head of his army”. Which army? The 
Assyrian army that he was using to discipline His own people. (Joel 2:11) 

The Lord really does “work in mysterious ways.” Even through regimes we just 
don’t get – whichever side you’re on.  

But, here’s the thing. We are to be united in Christ. We are to love one another; 
submit to one another; esteem one another; sing and pray together. 

And remember: At all times, Jesus trumps all things! 

Pastor Don 



James 1: 5-8 

(read these verses) 

One of the problems we have when we face difficulties is a lack of “wisdom” in how we 
handle these situations. What we need is “divine wisdom” not just knowledge. Wisdom 
(Sophia) from God refers to God’s view of what is best for us and His revealing of this 
view (His will) to us. 

Verse 5 says we should ask God for this wisdom. What exactly is God promising to 
those who ask? What will happen to our ability to face ‘trials of many kinds” when we 
gain this wisdom?   

What are the different ways that God gives us this wisdom? For me it is often through 
His written Word – but this is not the only way – what is it most often for you? 

Why does God want us to ask for His help without doubting?  Check out Mark 4:35-41, 
the familiar story of Jesus calming the storm.  In what way is James’ teaching here sim-
ilar to the lesson that Jesus was giving to His disciples? 

Note that the Greek used by James in this passage suggests divided motives and     
attitudes – asking but at the same time believing that God either will not or cannot do 
what he has promised. This is the opposite of faith. 

Look up Psalm 86:11. How does this verse relate to what we are studying about   
doubting? 

We sometimes sing a prayer song called Undivided Heart during our Sunday services. 
Google this song and meditate on the words as you listen.  Can you see a relationship 
between the words to this song and the truths in our study this week? 

How has your relationship with God changed as you have gone through trials and     
difficulties? 

Spend time in prayer especially asking, not only for yourself, but also for others who are 
in need of wisdom from God at this time. 

  

Donna Barron 



Previously we discussed three aspects of God’s Will… 

The Secretive or Unrevealed, the Judicial, and the Decretive. For me, those reviews 
dealt with the aspects of His Will that are the most challenging to differentiate       
between and understand. In this discussion we are going to discuss the     

Preceptive Will of God… This most people understand more easily. Most often, day 
to day, when we think of the Will of God, we think of our Christian obedience in the 
way we live our lives.  So, we are talking about the Preceptive Will of God as ex-
pressed in his precepts…or if you like, in the Bible. 

For a believer in Christ, the Bible contains hundreds of clear revelations of his Preceptive Will. He wishes 
a Christian to walk in holiness.  God wishes us to pray.  The letters of the Apostle Paul are a wealth of 
how Christians should behave, and think, and worship the Lord.  Living in compliance with these Biblical 
teachings is obeying the Preceptive Will of God.  Again, God has given us a measure of freedom where 
we can choose to obey or disobey.  He wishes us to choose obedience…but if we choose disobedience, 
we eventually come under the chastening, educational hand of God. 

As a matter of understanding I find it interesting to compare and contrast between the aspects of God’s 
Will.  For example: 

The Decretive Will of God is the eternally secret unfolding stage by stage. 

The Preceptive Will of God is clearly revealed open for us to read in the Bible, clear for us to 
study. 

The Decretive Will of God is decreed, a command, His absolute Will. 

The Preceptive Will of God is his wish, what God wishes us to be, what he wishes us to do. 

The Decretive Will of God will come to pass. 

The Preceptive Will of God may be obeyed or disobeyed. When it is obeyed you are living in the Perfect 
Will of God.  That’s where you want to be as a believer in Christ. 

There is also a tie between the Unrevealed Will of God and the Preceptive Will of God.  Who one should 
marry, what career to choose, what house to buy…the whole long list of day to day decisions.  It has 
been said the Unrevealed Will of God  becomes Revealed for the person living in the Perfect Will of God, 
that is living in the light of God’s Word. 

It is the grossest inconsistency to be seeking help to discover the Unrevealed Will of God when one is 
not living in the Preceptive Will of God…his precepts, his wishes. 

Here’s the final deal on God’s Will. While we are never, as mortals, going totally understand God’s Will…
know that he is in control fulfilling His plan for our lives.  Never dethrone him in your mind and actions.  
Let him be God, for He is supreme over all. 

His center is nowhere his circumference is everywhere. He is out there, above and beyond.  

Romans 11:34-36  

Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been His counsel? Who has ever 
given to God, that God should repay them? For from Him and through Him and for 

Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever!  Amen. 

Allan Johnson 

 

The Preceptive Will Of God 


