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Identity  
In Matthew 13(54-56) we witness Jesus returning to his 

hometown and teaching in the synagogue. The Bible tells us 

that this created quite the storm ultimately causing offence 

due to his families identity within the community. At the 

heart of Christianity is a central question, "Just who is      

Jesus Christ?" Humanity including Christian’s today are still 

debating the question, this says a lot in and of itself. 

People in wanting to know the identity of someone naturally 

draw on the identity of the individuals parents as is the case 

in Matthew. Jesus calls on his identity with the heavenly   

father to explain his authority. In Exodus 3:14 God in answer 

to Moses question on identity responds with, “I Am Who I 

Am”. As in all the names that God uses to reveal Himself, 

this key name of God tells us some essential information 

about who He is.  

The Hebrew alphabet gives a clue to the meaning behind 

this name. The fact that it begins with Aleph the first letter of 

the Hebrew alphabet, is indicative of the future 

tense.  Therefore this name can be translated ‘I Will Be Who I 

Will Be.’ This should give us confidence and encourage us 

since we can understand that God is not only with us right 

now, but He goes ahead of us into our future, which may be 

unknown to us but is completely known to God.  

God is saying, “I will be whatever I choose to be in this     

circumstance: healer, deliverer, provider, protector.  I will be 

that for you.” In its essence, this name conveys a sense of 

both the timeliness and timelessness of God—the God who 

was, and is, and is to come (Rev 4:8). 

Our Identity is integrally linked into Gods Identity,  
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‘Zoomer’ - someone born between 1996 and 2012.  Called that because 

of their fast paced upbringing and access to technology. They love cell phones.  

They are, like, totally, for sure, actually connected. A ‘Zoomer’, these days could be 

those who meet together on Zoom – church services, prayer meeting, family visits… I 

am not a ‘Zoomer’.  I long to see you face to face. I long to hug and be hugged--to       

attend personally, to interact personally. I long for you – ‘Zoom’ doesn’t cut it. More and 

more I long to see Jesus face to face. I often hum  

Face to Face with Christ my Savior,  

Face to face what will it be? 

When with rapture I behold Him,  

Jesus Christ who died for me. 

But social distancing, physical distancing does not mean spiritual distancing.  God 

never changes. He is always there. He is never far. He is ever near. Matthew 21 - And  

behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. Philippians 4 - The Lord is near. 

Psalm 34 - The Lord is near to the brokenhearted. Psalm 73 - The nearness of God is 

my good. Deuteronomy 31 - The Lord your God goes with you; he will never leave 

you nor forsake you. But it will be so different when we see Him face to face.       

Transforming. 

We know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.   

How I long to see Jesus face to face. How I long to see each of you face to face.  

God grant that we will be together: with Him soon.  

Even so, come Lord Jesus! 

Pastor  Don 

Face to Face 



It sort of went like this: Jesus, “Welcome Nathanael. I am happy you are finally joining 

us.” Nathanael, “Uh, Jesus, how do you know who I am?” Jesus, “I saw and knew you 

days ago when you were under the fig tree.”  

Until eternity we will not know what Nathanael was wrestling with ‘under the fig tree’, 

but Jesus knew even then. If he has called us he knows us; knows our thoughts, 

struggles and dreams. He knows us as no one else can, this side of Heaven. 

These are transition days for me. I have applied for Permanent Residency in the US. 

This does not mean citizenship or that I will always need to live here. It does mean 

that I will be able to come and go without counting days; I could live here if I so 

choose. This was offered to me last August. I struggled with it. I am Canadian to the 

core. However, I also have family in the US and hope to spend a few more winters in 

Florida. But, what does God want of me? I want to be who and where he chooses.    

After prayer and speaking with a few Grace friends, it became obvious to me that I 

needed to try this door. The application was sent, and response was to be received by 

August. And then the virus hit.  

The answer will now come when the answer comes. In the meantime I am not be      

allowed to leave the US. This delay is difficult for me to accept but God saw it coming. 

He saw me struggling with this ‘under the fig tree’. He will open and close doors; I am 

certain. I cannot encourage you enough to open your heart re your dreams and    

struggles to the one who saw you long before you heard or saw Him. He knows you. 

You are his. 

“Hold a dime in your fingers and extend it arm’s length toward the sky, allowing it to 

eclipse your vision, and you will block out fifteen million stars from your view..” Max 

Lucado   

He who created that and much more says to me and to you, 

“Your Father can handle that for you.”  

Eleanor Stouffer 
These are transition days  



James 3:17,18 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of 

all pure; then peace loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy 

and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in 

peace reap a harvest of righteousness.  

The last few weeks I have been studying the book of James. One 

might ask, “how could you spend weeks studying five short chap-

ters”? There might be a good point in that question. My comeback 

is, perhaps I study slowly! More to the point I reflect on my        

academic years, which were few, and remember the advice of my 

favorite grade school teacher, “keep at it until you get it right”! 

Some of my musing from James teaching.  

 Living Faith: James wants believers not only to hear the truth 

but also put it into action. He contrasts empty faith (claims with-

out conduct) with faith that works. Commitment to love and to serve others is evidence 

of true faith. Living faith makes a difference. One must make sure faith is more than just 

a statement; it should also result in action. One must seek ways of putting one’s faith to 

work. Trials: In the Christian life there are trials and temptations. Successfully over-

coming these adversities produces maturity and strong character. Don’t resent troubles 

when they come. Pray for wisdom: God will supply all you need to face persecution or 

adversity. He will give you patience and keep you strong in times of trial. Law of Love: 

We are saved by God’s gracious mercy, not by keeping the law. But Christ gave us a 

special command: “Love your neighbor as your self” (Matthew 19:19). We are to love 

and serve those around us. Keeping the law of love shows that our faith is vital and    

real. When we show love to others, we are overcoming our own selfishness.                 

Wise Speech: Wisdom shows itself in wise speech. God holds us responsible for the 

results of our destructive words. The wisdom of God that helps control the tone can 

help control all our actions. Accepting God’s wisdom will affect your speech. Your 

words will convey true humility and lead to peace. Think before you speak and allow 

God to give you self control. Wealth; James taught Christians not to compromise with 

worldly attitudes about wealth. Because the glory of wealth fades, Christians should 

store up Gods treasures through sincere service. Christians must not show partiality to 

the wealthy or be prejudiced against the poor. All of us are accountable for how we use 

what we have. We should not hoard wealth but be generous toward others. In addition, 

we should not be impressed by the wealthy nor look down on those who are poor.  

 

The Book of James is a wealth of guidance on living a Christian life, that is, life AFTER 

you have come to know the Lord as your Personal Saviour.  

Allan Johnson 


